S-3260 evolves from
idea at Paris meeting
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An idea born in Paris four
years ago has grown into an
important new Tektronix pro-
duct.

It’s the S-3260 Automated
Test System providing an inte-
grated three-way testing capa-
bility. In physical size, the
S-3260 is Tek’s largest and most
expensive product.

Development began in April,
1970, when Al Zimmerman,
Systems Engineering manager,
returned from a seminar in Paris
at which representatives of
integrated circuit manufacturers
throughout the world exchanged
papers. (Al presented a paper on
Tek’s S-3150.)

At Paris Al realized the manu-
facturers needed a test system
with greater flexibility and
higher speeds than was available
at that time. They asked for a
product with clock rates to 20
MHz and a combined measure-
ment capability embracing
parametric (dc) measurements,
functional (truth-table) tests and
dynamic (timing) measurements.

Back in Beaverton, Al devel-
oped the concept of the S-3260
and worked out the design plan-
ning with several engineers in his
group.

Early in 1971, with a firm
concept of the testor, and cor-
porate approval in hand,
engineering work began on the
1803 test station and the R2941
clock generator. Design of the
software got underway later in
the year in cooperation with
Applied Theory Associates of
Corvallis.

Test systems then on the
market had one or two capabili-
ties, but none with the measure-
ment flexibility featured in the
S-3260. Control of the S-3260 is
with the most advanced mini-
computer available.

Software with the S-3260 has
been given the registered trade-
mark, “TEKTEST II.” It was
designed from the ground up for
high speed production testing,
and is a true compiler type of
operating system. .

The TEKTRONIX 4010 Dis-
play Unit is standard with the
S-3260. It is used for test-pro-
gram writing and graphic display
of test results.

The S-3260 was developed
through team efforts in circuit
design, mechanical design, soft-
ware development, etched cir-
cuit layout, prototype construc-
tion, instrument evaluation and
manuals development.

Nippon Telegraph and Tele-
phone received the first S-3260.
It was shipped to company head-
quarters in Tokyo where it is
now testing semiconductor
components.

S-3260’s have been delivered
to several large U.S. companies
and governmental agencies,
including NASA, Western Elec-
tric, General Electric, Hughes
Aircraft, and TRW. Ellemtel in
Sweden will soon receive the
first European installation.

Interest in the S-3260 has
brought a large number of
potential customers to Beaver-
ton—to inspect the product, to
see demonstrations of both hard-
ware and software, and to
discuss technical requirements.

“Development of the S-3260
has been truly a team accom-
plishment,” Al said, ‘““and many
other employees have assisted
with special talents in many
ways. An extra vote of thanks is
due to the understanding fami-
lies of those who have spent
many evenings and weekends at
work on this project.”



